Leg ulcers and pain: a review.
Leg ulcers are a common health problem. Ulcers of any etiology including venous ulcers may be very painful, but until recently, health professionals have not been good at recognizing or managing this type of pain. It is important to clarify the type, severity, and frequency of pain and to anticipate pain at dressing changes. The measurement of pain by the use of pain scales is very useful, particularly in assessing the efficacy of an intervention. Neuropathic pain and unusually painful ulcerations are discussed in this article.